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Well here we are still in lockdown with the weather alternating between glorious but dry 
to miserable but wet. We are undoubtedly benefiting from being out in the garden so 
much and we think the garden is benefiting too. The blossom has been fantastic and 
even the greens are greener than usual which could be due to the improved light as a 
result of less pollution. Great light for filming perhaps…more on that later. 
 
Any of you that have heard our talk will know that the National Garden Scheme was 
originally set up to support nursing. So we were particularly touched by this message 
from Liz Alderton, a Queen’s Nurse: "I love the National Garden Scheme which has been 
the most brilliant supporter of Queen’s Nurses like me. It was founded by the Queen’s 
Nursing Institute which makes me very proud. As we battle Coronavirus on the front line 
in the community, knowing we have their support is a real comfort.” 

 

 
 

Of course with not being able to open our gardens our fund raising ability has been hit 
really hard. Fortunately the creativity and resilience of fellow garden openers has come 
to the fore - what do they say, 'necessity is the mother of invention' - with more and 
more providing videos so we can do online tours and get practical gardening tips. In 
Berkshire we have a super video tour of The Old Rectory, Farnborough. The owners have 
been opening ‘virtuously' for an amazing 50 years but this is the first time they have 
opened ‘virtually’. Well done to them! To see their delightful garden, and it really is full 
of delights, just click here: https://ngs.org.uk/the-most-beautiful-old-rectory-in-england/ 



 
The Old Rectory, Farnborough (© Sussie Bell) 
 
Our own modest plot is not quite on the same scale but it still gives us immense joy. So, 
not wanting to be left behind in these technological times, we too have filmed our 
garden, Oakleigh, just over the border into Surrey and you can see it 
here: https://ngs.org.uk/the-generous-garden-oakleigh-surrey/ 

 
Oakleigh, Frimley Green 
 
So our garden gate is open - via the video - and you can visit anytime. Sadly, it means 
we can't offer you tea and cake, that will need to be 'self' service. However, you can also 
meet our hound, Tristan, who is a bit of a scene stealer, in this short video we have done 
about how to divide bamboo: https://ngs.org.uk/divide-and-conquer-how-to-repot-
bamboo/ 

 



 
Tristan, Garden Supervisor & Film Star 
 
There are lots more videos on the website so now you can visit gardens from Cumbria to 
Cornwall from the comfort of your armchair. This is all for free but if you have enjoyed 
looking around any of our gardens and would like to help us to support nursing and 
caring in these difficult times you can make a small donation 
here: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/berkshirenationalgardenscheme  Thank 
you.  And as always, please feel free to circulate this email as widely as you wish. 
 
We don’t yet know when the lockdown restrictions may be eased and when we might be 
able to open our gardens in the good old fashioned way but be assured you will be the 
first to know. Meanwhile we will continue with our gardening and wish you all good 
health. 
 
Best regards 
 
Angela & Graham O’Connell 
Assistant County Organisers, National Garden Scheme (Berks) 
01252 668645 
www.ngs.org.uk<http://www.ngs.org.uk/> 


